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CREATING A WILDERNESS CYBERCULTURE
(UM, TWO OTHER AGENCIES CRAFT WILDERNESS INFORMATION NETWORK) 
MISSOULA—
The face of Wayne Freimund, director of the Wilderness Institute at The University of 
Montana, recently was beamed into a Harvard University classroom during a teleconference. 
Along with Connie Myers, director of the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training 
Center, his image appeared on a screen of Orwellian proportions in front of a class of 75 
bright, mid-career managers from around the world.
The students grilled the two to learn more about the Wilderness Information Network, a 
UM-based Web site containing data on a wide variety of wilderness-related issues. The result 
of a joint effort among UM, the Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center and the 
Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute, the Web site had been touted to the Harvard 
students as a prime example of interagency cooperation.
“They said we were a model of how government agencies can work together,”
Freimund said. “They studied what we had done and how we had done it. They ended up 
being very supportive, giving us glowing responses about the site.”
Located at http://www.wilderness.net/, the Wilderness Information Network (WIN)
*
provides a one-stop site for wilderness data, research and education. Freimund said the site 




“Our goal was to try developing an identity on the Internet for wilderness, instead of 
just having a bunch of individual sites for agencies like the (U.S.) Forest Service or UM,” he 
said. “We are facilitating the most current database in the world on the U.S. Wilderness 
System. If you like wilderness, you will find a ton of information at this site.”
The Wilderness Institute, Leopold Institute and Carhart Center are all based on the UM 
campus, and all three strive to inform the public about wilderness issues. Two years ago 
Freimund realized this group of talented people could be used to create a high-quality, 
wilderness Internet site. Since then this idea has grown into a site that received more than 
650,000 hits from more than 20 countries last year and currently gets 1,200 hits per day.
“It helps that we had all the major players for this in one town” he said. “Missoula is 
emerging as a leader on facilitating wilderness dialogue -  from the creation of information 
through research to the dissemination of that information to a global audience.”
The site was designed by Wilderness Institute Web master Chuck Burgess. The site has 
been decorated with green and brown outdoor colors and scenic photographs, and it includes 
user-friendly links to everything from the U.S. Bureau of Land Management to the 
International Journal of Wilderness.
Freimund said the site contains a variety of special features. The Wilderness 
Newsbriefs section, for example, contains current news stories about wildland issues, and it 
often has direct links to federal Environmental Impact Statements regarding wilderness 
projects.
The site also contains a library with more than 100 articles that can be downloaded, and 
Freimund hopes to increase that number to 500 by year’s end. In addition, the Web page
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includes a comprehensive wilderness-area database.
“The database puts a lot of information at your fingertips,” he said. “If, for example, 
you want to know how many acres of wilderness are in Arizona, hit a few keys and there it is.”
The site contains a variety of information for educators, including manuals for K-12 
curriculum. Freimund said the site has a variety of material available for traditional and 
distance education.
“We think this site brings together in one place the entire wilderness system,” he said.
“I think the Internet can be used in the classroom as a broader-based library -  but a library that 
is quicker and more current. ”
Part of UM’s School of Forestry, the Wilderness Institute provides wilderness 
education; broadens community and public understanding of wilderness issues; disseminates 
information on wilderness research, management and education; and promotes scholarship 
about wildland issues. The Carhart Center is a government interagency training center devoted 
to training federal and state land managers who have wilderness management responsibilities. 
The Leopold Institute is the only research group in the nation dedicated to developing the 
knowledge needed to improve management of wilderness and other natural areas. The Carhart 
Center and Leopold Institute operate under the envelopes of several federal land management 
agencies.
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